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First Amendment / Who is permitted the freedom of speech?

The most common discursive theme in this conflict is the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. Yet while the
preservation of free speech is mentioned in 45 sources, it is rarely associated with protestors. Discussion of free speech is

dominated by an assurance that Dye has a constitutionally protected right to free speech, and that this equally guarantees
her access to the farmers’ market.

According to the City’s farmers’ market coordinator, “The City is constitutionally prohibited from discriminating against
someone because of their belief system, no matter how abhorrent those views may be. The City may only intercede if an
individual's actions violate the safety and human rights of others.” (Indiana Daily Student, 11 June 2019)

After a summer of arresting protestors for carrying signs or singing too loudly in the market space, the Farmers’ Market
Advisory Board codified this discrimination, creating a policy banning all signage at the market, confirming that, while the
right to protest and disrupt a marketplace is not always protected free speech, Dye’s right to participate in the market is.

Protestors peacefully holding signs and black bloc demonstrations were ejected from the public market space
[ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] 7
Representatlon / What behaVIor IS S€€n as VIOIence' While SCF/Dye’s white supremacy remains “alleged”in 31 sources, legal claims to free speech are granted without such
caveats. This “speaks to a nationwide problem local governments and law enforcement have with confronting white
supremacy directly, as they do readily with other issues they identify as threats. Instead, they claim impotence, citing a
misguided belief that the First Amendment ties their hands, until the situation escalates to a crisis point” (Twitter, 2019).

Across documents analyzed, three names were mentioned most frequently, each repre-
senting one of the main categories of actors in the conflict, as seen in Table 1.

Table 1: Representation of main actors in the public discourse

Person Number of Quotes Number of Sources
Sarah Dye (Schooner Creek Farm) 67 20
Mayor Hamilton (City of Bloomington) 32 14
Abby Ang (No Space for Hate) 28 12

In addition to giving Dye (co-owner of SCF) substantially more voice in their publications
compared to Ang (co-founder of No Space for Hate), descriptions of Dye naturalize her
presence in the space, drawing on an idyllic pastoral at work in the market while ab-
stracting Dye’s connections to white supremacist organizations. Terms describing Dye in
contrast to those protesting her presence are seen in Table 2.

Table 2: Comparison of terms used to describe SCF and Activists

SARAH / SCHOONER CREEK FARM ACTIVISTS / PROTESTORS

Human Thugs
Person/People Violent Leftists
Mother Criminals
Daughter Trespassers
Subject of Violence or Harassment Vandals
Organic Farmer Totalitarians
Proprietor Thought Police
Identitarian Christophobic
American citizen Attention seekers

Owners Oppressors

The protestors were categorically described as disruptors, using a conflation between
organizations to support the notion that the protests were violent. The terms used to
describe protestors and activists, in contrast to Dye, are made more troubling in light of
the prominence of queer, disabled, and Black activists and activists of color; the result is
a reinforcement of the market as a space of protected whiteness.

Conclusions

When a farmers’ market vendor was identified as a white supremacist hate group
recruiter in Bloomington, Indiana, USA, several factors served to protect their
occupation of the public market space and eject the antifascist protestors; namely,
discriminatory representations of community actors; inequitable application of the
First Amendment; conflation of police with public safety; neoliberal governmentality;
and a regressive nostalgia for local food. Altogether, these factors maintained a
City-run farmers’ market as a space of protected whiteness.

Still, activists are creating safe spaces for BIPOC and LGBTQ+ members of the Bloom-
ington community to buy, sell and access local food (Wu 2020, Babb & Betz 2020).




